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The Symposium was one of the events which celebrated the centenary of National Parks in Victoria, and Mt Buffalo National Park in particular.�
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This volume is respectfully dedicated to the memory of John Roslyn Garnet, A.M : a great advocate and visionary who did so much to make our National Park System a grand reality.
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To celebrate our memories of Ros, Dr. Malcolm Calder and The Age Newspaper have kindly permitted us to publish the obituary which appeared in The Age of 6th March, 1998. 





An Inspiration to all Bush-lovers




















John Roslyn Garnet, A.M.


Conservationist


Born 13th April 1906


Died 7th February 1998, aged 91 years.
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Throughout his life, Ros Garnet was an active, aggressive and successful advocate for the protection of the Australian bush, particularly through the creation and expert management of national parks.  He is considered the father of the national park movement in Victoria and his example is an inspiration to all those who care for the future of the Australian bush.





His life virtually spanned the 20th century.  Born in Narracan in 1906, he attributed his love of nature to his early childhood years in South Gippsland and a headmaster who encouraged interest in nature study.





In 1992, aged 16, he started work as a laboratory assistant in Melbourne.  From 1924-1925, he was a cadet in the school of chemistry at the University of Melbourne and qualified as an industrial chemist.  In 1926, he joined the CSIRO pulp and paper research team and then in  1928 moved to Port Pirie to work for the Commonwealth Quarantine Service.  He returned to Melbourne in 1930 to work at the Commonwealth Serum laboratories (CSL), retiring in 1971 after holding a range of research and senior administrative positions.





Without doubt, Garnet’s greatest achievements have been in the field of natural history and conservation.





He was always passionately interested in the natural world and his home study was filled with books, journals, drawings and collections, all of which he treasured.





In 1946, he became secretary of the Standing Committee on National Parks and National Monuments.  He was responsible to this committee for drafting Victoria’s National Parks Act, the first in Australia.





The year 1952 saw the establishment of the Victorian National Parks Association with Garnet as one of its founders and honorary secretary - a position he held for 22 years.  In 1954, the Victorian national Parks Authority was established, with Philip Crosby Morrison as the first director of national parks.





Garnet was later appointed to the committee of management of Wyperfeld National Park.. His influence on the management and further development of national parks in Victoria was considerable.





Garnet’s active commitment to national parks and inspirational leadership of the national park movement continued for more than 50 years, right up to the last.  Just four months before his death, he sent a strong message of support to a conference on “The next Century of National Parks in Victoria”, organised by the Victorian National Parks Association.  His words to the Government and people of Victoria in 1996, voicing strong opposition to the proposed commercial development at Wilson’s Promontory National Park, were widely reported in The Age and made more poignant by the photograph of his pale and pillow-propped body that delivered the message.  His eyes were bright, his smile was strong, the idea of compromise was unthinkable.





In presenting the case for national parks and conservation, Garnet was strong, well-informed and articulate.  There was more than one occasion when the former state premier, Sir Henry Bolte, was confronted with the logic of the Garnet presentation and it would be fair to say that the outcome of the Little Desert debate of the late ‘60’s and the formation of the Land Conservation Council by Minister Borthwick in 1970 were greatly influenced by Garnet.





The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria was a major forum for Garnet’s work.  He served as secretary for some time and was president for two terms in the 40’s and 50’s.  The club was the outlet for his enduring interest in natural history and he published many papers in The Victorian Naturalist.  In 1996 he was awarded the prestigious Australian natural History Medallion.





Garnet was a man of action and a keen observer of nature.  In 1918, he contracted poliomyelitis and as a consequence was somewhat physically handicapped and dependent on a stout walking stick.  But he refused to let this physical defect constrain his activities; perhaps he gained strength and determination from it.  In the 1920’s he visited some of the remotest parts of Victoria on his bicycle, including Wilson’s Promontory (1924), Mallacoota (1925), Lower Glenelg and Mount Gambier (1926).





He married CSL colleague Elsie Don in 1935 and they collaborated in field work in the Dandenongs, with particular interest in native orchids.  Much of the work was published in the journals Wildlife and The Victorian Naturalist.





Elsie, who died last year, was a great support to Garnet in his conservation work.. Their two children. John and Joan, five grandchildren and a great-grandchild, maintain a strong interest in the bush.





Garnet wrote several books and many research papers, including comprehensive guides to Wyperfeld and Wilson’s Promontory national parks, and a book on venomous animals of Australia.  In 1982, he was awarded an Order of Australia (AM) in recognition of his work on conservation and natural history.





We salute our friend and conservation mentor, and commit ourselves to continuing his focus on the conservation and protection of the natural environment of Australia.  We, with Garnet, have seen the potential for conflict between the needs for environment protection and what are basically commercially driven projects.  Garnet embraced nature conservation and environment protection as legitimate forms of land use in their own right.  We must not let him down
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Foreword





Time present and time past


Are both perhaps present in time future, 


And time future contained in time past.


If all time is eternally present 


All time is unredeemable. 


. . .What might have been and what has been 


Point to one end, which is always present.


Footfalls echo in the memory 


Down the passage which we did not take


Towards the door we never opened . . .


						- T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets.





History revisits and reviews our understanding of the world, and as such, it is inevitably coloured by our feelings and emotions. Landscapes and parks have always been the subject of very powerful feelings and emotions, and so these are an important element of parks history. Eliot’s fusion of time is very well demonstrated by the program of this symposium, where speakers are addressing very current issues which are of very real and deep concern to them. Although the primary task of parks history is to explore ways in which parks systems have evolved and developed, questions of how that exploration can illuminate the current state of the parks and our future options inevitably come to the fore.





I have become deeply aware while producing this volume of how far it must fail to capture the very real excitement of the symposium and the dynamic interchange of ideas and visions which took place. To quote Sir Rupert Hamer, . . . all of us returned from it enlightened and encouraged. Nevertheless, it constitutes a very important contribution to the relatively sparse literature on parks history. 





The occasional blank page has been used to include a diversity of illustrations, all from materials in my own collection, which illustrate various other facets of park history. 





We all owe a considerable debt of gratitude to Parks Victoria for making a grant which enabled us to invite Susan Markham to come and share the Canadian experience with us - and of course to Susan herself for doing so 
